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THE CLAIMS 



1. 



(Currently Amended) A method of making a fibe r- reinforced 
composite material part, bl a nk from ak one p o^^^ 

^■L-uoture, -the method comprising the steps of: 

providing at least one por ous fiber structure^ 
consolidating the porous fiber structure by forming within it 
a deposit of a refractory material by partially densifying the 
fiber structure so as to bond together the fibers of the fiber 
structure b y said deposit to enable the fiber structure to be 
handled without being deformed, whllu leaving the pore volume of 
the porous fiber structure bein g reduced by no more than 40% o f 
its initial value by said partial densif ica t ion so as to leave 
empty the major fraction of the initial pore volume of the fiber 
structure; 

subsequently implanting rigid pins through the ee^olidating 
consolidated p orous fiber structure, whereby a reinforced 
consolidated fiber blank is obtained; and; 

wherein paid at lcaot eae IIL u l afcyae we i n uu uoolidatg ri by 

e ducing its ^ ui l j Mini inf n f 1t f J HilLia l va tee 

obtaining wid composite material part by further densifying said 
fiber blank . 

2 . (Currently Amended) A method of making a fibe r-reinforce d 
composite material part, blank by bond ing l uyc tl m r ge * e« g-£±feeg 
. Li UL Ur c 3 in order to u L La in a tolaxfr n f rtnriawa^teger-tte method 
comprising the following steps_of : 

providing a plurality of porous fiber structures;. 
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consolidating each porous fiber structure by forming within 
it a deposit of a refractory material by partially densifying the 
fiber structure so as to bond together the fibers of the fiber 
structure b y said deposit to enable the fiber structure to be 
handled without being deformed, uliilt lcavin g -tha pore volume of 
the oorous fiber structu r e being reduced by no more than 40% of 
its initial value by said partial d ens if ication so as to leave 
empty the major fraction of the initial pore volume of the fiber 
structure; 

putting the consolidated po rous fiber structures together; 

connecting 40 ^the consolidated po rous fiber structure 
together by implanting pins of rigid material through the 
adjoining consolidated porous fiber structures, whereby a fiber 
blank is obtained ; and 

w l m r oin said at lca-ai- o ne fiber j u ncture j j uu nooU rtnfrvl by 
reducing 1 11, ^uit volume by n o mere than lot of itc initial value 
obtaining said composite material part bv further densifying said 
fiber blank. 



3 . (Canceled) 

4. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, 
wherein said at least one fiber structure is consolidated by 
reducing its pore volume by an amount lying in the range 8% to 40% 
of its initial value. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, 
wherein said at least one fiber structure used has a pore volume 
ratio lying in the range 50% to 70%, and consolidation is 
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performed so as to reduce the pore volume ratio down to a value 
lying in the range 40% to 60%. 

S. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1, 
wherein said at least one fiber structure is consolidated by 
forming a deposit of ceramic or of carbon. 

7. (Previously Presented) a method according to claim 6, 
wherein said at least one fiber structure is consolidated by 
chemical vapor infiltration. 

8. (Previously presented) A method according to claim 7, 
wherein said at least one fiber structure is consolidated by 
forming a ceramic deposit by chemical vapor infiltration after 
forming an interphase layer on the fibers of the fiber structure, 
said interphase layer lying between the fibers and the ceramic 
deposit . 

9. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6, 
wherein said at least one fiber structure is consolidated by being 
impregnated with a liquid composition containing a ceramic or 
carbon precursor, and by transforming the precursor into ceramic 
or carbon. 

10. (Original) A method according to claim 9, wherein a 
composition is used containing a ceramic or carbon precursor in 
solution. 
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11. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein pins are 
used that have been made by densifying and stiffening a yam or 
tow by means of a matrix. 

12. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein pins are 
used that are made in the form of rigid monofilaments . 

13. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein pins are 
used in the form of sticks of thermostructural composite material. 

14. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the pins 
are implanted in at least two different directions. 

15. (Canceled) 
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